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GALATIANS V1 2. 
Bear ye one anothers Burdens, and fo 


fulfill the Law of Chriſt. 


UR Apoſtle begins this Chapter with ad- 

viſing thoſe who preſided in the Churches 

of Galatia, to be kind and candid in their 

Deciſions; and to interpet every thing for the beſt, 

The Reaſon He gives for it, is a very excellent one, 

conſidering themſeFoes leſt they alſo be tempted; well 

knowing the Frailties and Infirmities of human 

Nature; it's unhappy Tendency to Evil; and con- 

ſcious that the beſt may err. He then recommends 

it to them, 7o bear one anothers Burdens, or, as He ex- 

preſſes Himſelf in another Place, 7o weep with them Rom xii. 15; 

that weep; and aſſures them at the ſame time, a8 the 

greateſt Encouragement, that by ſo doing they world 

Fulfill the Law of Chriſt; by which he means the Will oh 

of Chriſt revealed in the Goſpel. #1 
Now as Chriſtian Love and Charity transforms us | 

into the Nature of Angels, ſo it makes us, like Them, 

deſirous of the Good and Welfare of all. And when 

Men are in Misfortunes, either Natural or Moral, 

this we may take for granted, that no good Chriſtian 

can be an indifferent Spectator. To take no notice, 

or to make trifling frivolous Excuſes, is to Rifle the 

B Senti- 
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Sentiments, which natural Pity, Pity founded in 
Nature, cannot but ſuggeſt to us. The Barbarity, 
and very great Impiety of this, is very conſpicuous 
and remarkable in our Saviour's admirable Parable, 
(if it can properly be call'd a Parable, for I ſee no 
Reaſon why it may not be looked upon as a real 
Matter of Fact,) of the Traveller that fell among 
Thieves; who firipped him of his Raiment, and 
wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
It happened that ſeveral Paſſengers travelled that Road, 
and among the reſt, a Levite; who hearing the Groans 
of the wounded Perſon, (here I fpeak the Words of 
the learned Biſhop Atterbury,) or perhaps “ having 
© an obſcure View of him at a Diſtance, came nearer 
& to inform himſelf more particularly of the Matter, 
© and when he had done ſo, ſtayed not to aſſiſt, or 
©« comfort that miſcrable Man, but retired imme- 
e diately, and purſued his Journey.” (A certain 
Prieſt too came that Way, who behaved much in the 
{ame ſcandalous Manner that the Levite did.) © He 
« muſt neceſſarily feel ſome Degree of Concern at the 
« Sight of ſo moving an Object, and therefore with- 
e drew himſelf in haſte, as not being willing to in- 
« qdulge it. Certainly he was not void of all Com- 
e paſſion, nor wholly ignorant of his Duty in ſuch a 
« Caſe, but he made a ſhift to excuſe himſelf from 
ce the Neceſſity of performing it.“ In ſhort, e came, 
and looked on him, and paſſed by on the other Side. 
This was very unkind, this we cannot but condemn 
whereas, the different Behaviour, the good-natured 

tender 
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tender Concern of the generous, publick-ſpirited Sa- 
maritan, ſeems to demand our higheſt Eſteem and 
Veneration. Touch'd with a due Senſe of his deplor- 
able Condition; ſympathizing in his pungent Pains, 
he applies, according to the beſt of his Judgment, the 
eaſieſt and the ſofteſt Remedy; as that Text tells us, {ec 
poured in Oyl and Wine; ſet him en his cwn Beaſt, brought 
him to an Inn, and then took Care of him. This was no 


particular, extraordinary Caſe ; the Samaritan was a 


Stranger, an entire Stranger; it is not ſo much as inti- 
mated that he had ever ſeen the Man before. However, 
he acted, as all Men ſhould do, upon an affectionate 


charitable Principle; had he been his intimate Friend, 


or ever ſo near and dear to him, nothing more could 
have been done for him. This is a noble Pattern, and 


well deſerves to be copied. Upon a like Occaſion it 


would well become every one of us to 4s likerwife, 
For nothing can refle& greater Honour; by nothing 
can Men deſerve a greater Character, than by Acts 
of Beneficence, Good-nature, and Generoſity. By this 
means we not only ſthew ourſclves Men, but, as tha 
Reman Orator long ſince obſerved, come as near az 
we can cven to the * Perfection of the Gods them- 

{clves 


Nihil eſt tam populare quam bonitas ; nulla de virtutihus tuis: 
plurimis, C. Cæſar, nec gratior nec admirabilior mifericordia eſt. 
* Homines enim ad Deos nulla re propius accedunt, quam falutem 
hominibus dando ; nihil habe: nec fortuna tua majus quam ur 
poſſis, nec natura tua melius, quam ut velis, confervare quam 
plurimos. 41, Tallli Ciceronis Oratia pro Q. Ligar is. 
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ſelves. And the Scriptures repeatedly aſſure us, that 


Heb xiii, 16. theſe are „/e Sacrifices with which God is well pleaſed; 


this will recommend us to his favour Here, and as 
He himſelf has been pleaſed to ſay, entitle us to the 
Enjoyment of Him Hereafter. Therefore, 70 do Good 
and to communicate, forget not; ſeeing that thus to 
behave, is not only agreeable to our Nature, but pro- 
ductive of our Happineſs. 

T hope to make this appear; and ſhall then apply what 
ſhall have been offered, as I think the Application will 
be very natural, the Tranſition very eaſy, to the Occa- 
ſion of the aſſembling of curſelves together at this Time. 


And Firſt, 7 bear one another's Burdens ; to ſym- 
pathize with the Diſtreſſed, and kindly to aſſiſt thoſe 
who ſtand in need of our Aſſiſtance, is agreeable to 
our Nature; inſomuch, that when we ſee a Man 
unconcerned, unaffected, at the Miſeries, the Miſ- 
fortunes of others, it is common to ſay, that ſuch a 
Perſon is inhuman and unnatural; that is, that he is 
not of the ſame Form, or made with the ſame Mate- 
rials as other Men. That ſome are placed in much 
better Circumſtances, and enjoy a much greater Share 
of the good Things of this Life than others, is by the 
Divine Appointment, and agreeable to the gracious Ma- 
nagement of the wiſe Diſpoſer of all Things. And this 
may be aſſign'd as one very good Reaſon for it, that 
hereby they may have greater Opportunities of re- 
lieving the Indigent and Neceſſitous; thoſe, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, who are in ſome meaſure unprovided for. 


It 
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It is not to be conceiv'd, that God ſhould create Man, 
and not give him whereon to ſubſiſt; that he ſhould 
make him, only in order to make him miſerable. 
This, I think, can never be reconciled to the juſt, 
well-grounded Opinion we entertain of him, as e Ecclusxxiti. 4 
Father and God of cur Lives. It will therefore fol- 
low, that ſomewhere or other a Maintenance is to be 
had, and that no Man can be ſo entirely deſtitute, as 
to want common Neceſſaries. If, thro' Inability, by 
a Deficiency of human Means, Men are incapable of 
working with their own Hands; if by any unfore- 
ſeen, unavoidable Accident they are deprived of the 
common Methods of procuring a Subſiſtence, of 
helping themſelves ; they are then Objects, proper 
Objects of Charity ; and in this Caſe, and under theſe 
Circumſtances, they may reaſonably expect, and in a 
Scripture Senſe almoſt demand, Aſſiſtance and Pro- 
tection, from all and every one, who are able, and 
have it in their Power, to aſſiſt and protect them. 1 
am ſure the Apoſtle is very full and expreſs to this 
Purpoſe; Whoſo hath this World's Good, and ſeeth his 1 John ii. 17, 
Brother have need, and ſhutteth up his Bowels of Com- 
paſſion from him, how dwelleth the Love of God in him? 
How can he be ſuppos'd to have any regard for his 
Creator, who is thus indifferent, thus regardleſs of 
the Good and Welfare of his Fellow-Creatures ? V 
one Member ſuffer, ſhall not all the Members ſuffer with i Cor xii. 25. 
it? Nature, I think, will direct us to weep with 
them that weep. When Teoſeph firſt faw his Brethren, 
(I mean when the Famine was ſore in the Land) ;) Gen xlii. 1, 


6 when 


Gen. x11. 


Pſalm cy. 
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when he obſerved them, naked as it were, and ex- 
poſed to Want, how did his Bowels yern upon them? 


Ile fought where to weep, and be entered into his 


amber and wept there. The happy Opportunity 
now offer'd of delivering them from their Diſtreſs, 
was a much greater Satisfaction to him, than all the 


. pompous Splendor of Pharoab's Court, tho' Lord of 


his Houſe, and Ruler of all his Subffance. Let there 
be Corn in AÆAgyßt, and Canaan ſhall again flow with 
Milk and Honey. There is a reciprocal Dependance 
between the greateſt and the leaſt, and as it has been 
well * obſerv'd, the beſt Figure is but a Cypher where 
it ſtands alone. "Tis by a mutual Exchange of Ser- 
vices that we are mutually endear'd to one another ; 
and every Member, of every Society, is obliged in 
his proper Calling, to contribute his Share to the 
Good of the Whole. And nothing ſo ſtrongly ce- 
ments Society ; nothing makes it flower and flouriſh 
ſo much, as a hearty Regard to the Publick Good, 
Nor can any thing be more inconceivable, than that 
God ſhould give a Man ſelitary Principles, and yet in- 
tend him for + P#ubl:ck Converſe ; create him ſo, that 
he ſhall naturally care for nothing but himſelf, and at 
the ſame time, make his Intereſt depend upon mutual 
Aſſiſtance and good Correſpondence with others. "This 
can never be the Caſe ; widely different is the Scheme 
of Providence; and fo St. Paul tells us, that as in the 
Natural Body, the Eye cannot ſay to the Hand, I have 


No 
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Cullier's Eſſay on general Kindneſs. ++ Collier ibid. 
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no need of Tee; nor again, the Head to the Feet, I 
have no need of You ; fo, in the Body Pol:zick, or, as 
we are Members one of another, it is not to be 
ſuppos'd, it cannot be ſuppos'd, that we ſhould be 
independent one of another. So far from it, from the 
very Beginning Man was form'd for Society; and as. 
God himſelf was pleaſed to ſay, immediately upon 
the Creation, I is not good for him to be alone, From 
whence we cannot but infer the Neceſſity of a Rela- Wn. 
tionſhip ; and the great Obligations we are all under, 
upon all proper Occaſions, to be Helps meet for one 
another. And this reminds me of a Paſſage I have 
ſomewhere met with, where it is ſaid of a very great 
Man, and given as a very great Character of him, 
that he would never ſuffer a Perſon in Diſtreſs to de- 
part, till he had taken proper care of him; fo diffu- 
five was his Goodneſs, like the Fountain from which 
it low'd. Out of the Heaven did the Lord behold the 
Earth; and it was for this End, hat he might hear the Pi. cu. 19, 20. 
Mournings of ſuch as were in Captivity, and deliver the 
Children appointed unto Death. In oppoſition to this, to 
hear, and not to regard, or pity the Cries of the Oppreſs'd, 
is to be Monſters inſtead of Men. Any one may deter- 
mine whether this can be agreable to the Nature of 
Man, conſidered as a Creature, the Work of an all- mer- 
ciful, compaſſionate Creator. We need not appeal to 
Scripture; Natural Reaſon in this caſe is a ſufficient 
Guide ; which preſcribes the very reverſe of this ; 
Acts of Mercy, not of Cruelty ; which commands 
us as forcibly as even Scripture itſelf, to comfort and 


rel Lebe 


Acts xx. 35. 


(3) 
relieve all thoſe who are any ways afiifted or diſtreſſed, 
cither in Mind, Body, or Eſtate. 

This therefore being taken for granted, that uni- 
verſal Benevolence is agreable to our Nature, I pro- 
cced, in the next Place, to ſhew, that it is productive 
of our Happineſs. And this appears from what 
Mr. Habbs himſelf confeſs'd, tho' to the Ruin of his 
Cauſe, that the Senje of having communicated Satisfac- 
tion was naturally delightful. A ſecret, ſenſible Plea- 
ſure is the Reſult of every generous Act, and we can 
never repeat the one, without enjoying the other. Tis 
certainly more bleſſed to give than to receive; (we have 
the higheſt Authority to aſſert it;) and the more we 
oblige others, in Caſes of this kind, ſtrictly ſpeaking, 
the more we oblige ourſelves. To feed the Hungry, 
to cloath the Naked, and to help in time of Need, is a 
fair Indication of a rich and benevolent Diſpoſition ; 'tis 


a generous Exerciſe of Power; it ſhews that we with 


Mankind happy, by endeavouring to make them ſo. 
He that gives, looks like a full * Being, whoſe Abili- 
ties are not wholly exhauſted upon itſelf, but, like a 
{ſwelling River, after it has fill'd its own Channel, over- 
flows its Banks, and relieves the Barrenneſs of the 
neighbouring Ground, 

Upon many Accounts the Circumſtances of the 
Giver are much more deſirable than thoſe of the Re- 
ceiver. Numberleſs are the Dangers to which many 
are expos d; great the Calamities in which they are 


Colliers Serm. Acts xx. 35, 
involv'd ; 
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involy'd ; happy the Man, who is fo far ſerviceable, 
as either to remove the one, or in any degree to leſſen 
the other. This, a Man in Power, poſſeſſed of a 
plentiful Fortune, is ſuppos'd capable of doing; it 
ſeems included in the very Notion we entertain of 
him. If a good-natur'd Man, he feels the Miſeries 
under which others labour ; conſequently, by ſerving 
them, he ſerves himſelf. And in no other reſpect fo 
much. For, to be pleas'd with an empty Title; 70 Luke xvi. 19. 
fare ſumplucuſly every day, and to riot in Luxury and 
Extravagance, can never be reconciled to the Man of 
Senſe; whereas, to give Alms of ſuch Things as We Luke xi. 41. ! 
have, to let others partake of the Abundance of the | 
Things which we poſſeſs, is to reflect great Honour both 
upon the Man and the Chriſtian. Beſides; to have 
the Prayers of the Poor and Indigent; to hear the 
grateful Acknowledgments of thoſe that might other- 
wiſe be ready to periſh, and probably might really 
periſh, is a Satisfaction ſcarce to be expreſſed. Theſe 
we look upon with the tendereſt Concern, happy in a 
conſcious Approbation of having contributed to their 
Eaſe and Comfort. To this Job had recourſe in the 
Day of Diſtreſs ; when the Ear heard me, then it bleſſed 
me; when the Eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to me; and 


why all this? becauſe I delivered the Poor that cried, 
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Job xxix. 17, 


and the Fatherleſs ; and I caus'd the Widow's Heart to 
ſing for Joy. Hereby we receive a double Pleaſure ; 
pleas'd no leſs with what others, than with what we 
ourſelves enjoy. For, in general, to apprehend a Being 
ſo like our own in proſperous Circumſtances, muſt ne- 


[D ceſſarily 
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Prov. iv. 18. 


Luke xv. 6. 


[ 10 ] 
ccilarily be an Advancement of ourſelves; by this we 
ſee, as it were, our own Nature pleas'd, and flouriſhing 
in another. But if we have been inſtrumental to it, 
or the Occaſions of it, the Satisfaction will hence re- 
ccive an additional Improvement. Inſtead of growing 
faint and languid, it will recolle& new Strength by 
Reflection, and ſhine more and more unto the perfect? 
Day. This Temper, in a great meaſure, makes a 
Man Maſter of all the Happineſs he ſees or hears of. 
Has a Neighbour receiv'd any conſiderable Advantage ? 
las he recover'd what he had Reaſon to defpair of? 
He rejoices with him becauſe he has found the Sheep 
that was laſt. On the other hand, has he himſelf 
ſuſtain'd any conſiderable Loſs? Has Miſchief be- 
fallen him? Or, has an unlucky Accident croſs'd his 
Deſigns? Even here he is almoſt inſenſible of his 
Misfortune ; every one ready to ſerve him ; glad of an 
Opportunity to expreſs their Gratitude, Thus he 
ſeems to be ſafe even in the very midſt of Danger. His 
agreable Behaviour recommends him to his Friends; 


his inoffenſive Conduct diſarms the Malice of his Enc- 


mies; the one will protect him; the other cannot hurt 
him ; happy in the one, unmoleſted by the other. 
This, in a general Way, ſeems to be the natural Con- 


ſcquence of doing good; thus is our Happineſs the 


Reſult of our Duty, and inſeparable from it. Even 
a Cup of Water, the moſt inconſiderable good Of- 
fice we can do to the meaneſt of our Fellow- creatures, 


Matt. ix. 41. ſhall in no wiſe lofe its Reward ; according to thoſe ex- 


preſs Words of our bleſſed Saviour, nafmuch as ye have 
gene 


211 


dane it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have Matt. av. 40. 


done it uuto me, This is the diſtinguiſhing Mark and 
Character of Chriſt's Religion; This is to be a Chriſtian 
indeed; in the Words of the Text, this is 7 fulfill 
the Law of Chriſt. 

Proceed we now, as was propoſed in the "Third 
Place, to apply what has been ſaid to the Occation 
of our preſent Mecting. From what you have heard 
I hope you believe, that in Proportion to your Cir- 
cumſtances, it is your Irtereft as well as Duty to do 
all the Good you can. You have now before you, 
a very fair, a very inviting Opportunity. 'The De- 
ſign of this charitable Inſtitution is 7 eſtabliſh a pro- 
fer Proviſion for the Wives of poor Tradeſmen, or others, 


labouring under the Terrors, Pains, and Hazards of 


Childbirth. Matrimony, as previous to it, is an honour- 
able Ejtate; It was inſtituled of God in the Time of 
Man's Innecency; and many very excellent Things are, 
very deſervedly, ſpoken of it, But, tho' it be honour- 
able, highly ſo, ſtill, to the lower Claſs of People it 
may be very expenſive, and with regard to its Conſe- 
quences, without the Aſſiſtance of others, frequently 
like a fere Burden loo heavy for them to beer. And yet 
it muſt be allowed, that theſe People, where they are 
induſtrious, are a very valuable Part of the Commu- 


nity; and it ſeems abſolutely neceſſary, in the Order Prov. xv =. 


of Providence, that the Rich and Poor ſhould meet to- 
gether , not indeed upon an Equality; but each in 
their proper Sphere. The Rich could no more live as 
they do, without the Labour of the Poor, than the 

Poor 
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Poor could ſupport themſelves without the Rich. It 
follows from hence, that they ſtand mutually engaged 
to each other, and that a joint * Concurrence is 
neceſſary. 
But let us view this Point in another Light. 
It has been obſerv'd by a great and good Man, 


(formerly a + Prelate of our Church) that the ſtrong 


Ads i. 25. 


Gen. ili. 16. 


Propenſion towards Acts of Pity and Compaſſion, which 
is implanted in human Nature, is, generally ſpeaking, 
oſt ſtrong and operative in Women, Now if this be 
the Caſe, this I think ſhould engage us greatly in their 


Favour, and animate and encourage us to affiſt thoſe 


who are ſo naturally inclined to aſſiſt others. To-bear 
their Burdens, literally, is indeed impoſſible ; but, 
comparatively, to make them fit light and eaſy, is far 
from being ſo. It is true indeed, it was declar'd to 
Eve by God Almighty himfelf, immediately upon the 
Fall, as ſoon as ſhe had by Tranſgreſſion fell, that in 
conſequence of it, in Sorrow ſhe ſhould bring forth 
Children; (which no doubt was to extend to all her 
Sex, as they have ever ſince found by Experience, ) 
and therefore, with every Emolument, of every kind, 
with all the Aid and Aſſiſtance imaginable, this muſt 
ever be the Caſe. But when we conſider, in what 
manner their Pains are deſcribed in Scripture ; that 


* Alterius ſic 
Altera poſcit opem res, et conjurat amicè. 


Hok. de Art. Poet. 
+ Biſhop Smalridge. 
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41 
the Pangs as of a Woman in Travail, are frequently 
uſed even * proverbially, we cannot but look upon 
them as deſcrving our Notice, and both in Reaſon and 
Religion demanding our Pity. The Cale of a Woman 
with Child is mention'd at the ſame time with the un- 
ſearchable, and incomprehenſible Works of God. 2s 
thou knoweſt not what is the Way of the Spirit, nor how Eccleſ. xi. 3. 
the Bones do grow in the Womb of her that is with Child, 
even ſo thou knoweſt not the Works of God who maketh all. 
It was from the ſtupendous adjuſting of all the various 
Parts of the Body, that Galen of old inferred even the 
Exiſtence of God; and tho' they who have made 
Anatomy their particular Study, may be ſuppos'd to 
have a Pleaſure in it peculiar to themſelves in this Ar- 
gument for his Wiſdom and Power, yet there are none 
of us, I believe, who may not, without the Aſſiſtance of 
this Art, fee enough of ourſelves to find out and ac- 
knowledge, that we live, and move, and have our Being Ads xvii. 28. 
in God. Through thee have I been holden up ever fince 
T was born.—Thou art he that took me out of my Mother's Pl. lxxi. 5. 
| Womb.—Thou waſt my Hope, when T hanged yet upon my pf. «xi. . 
Mother's Breaſts. —Theſe are the devout Expreſſions of 
the grateful Pſalmiſt ; and one Leſſon we are to learn 
from them is, that we are fearfully and wonderfully pf. cxxxix. 13. 
made, Add to this, (which is a Circumſtance much 
to be regarded,) that in the Charity now before us, 
Poverty is a conſtant, an inſeparable Attendant. None 
are admitted, but thoſe of good Character, and poor. 


—_— 


If, xiii. 8. xxi. 3. xxvi. 17. Jer. xxii. 23. xlviii. 41. xlix. 22. 
I. 43. Mic. iv. 9. Pf. xlviii. 5. Hoſ. xiii. 13. 
Now 


1 Cor, vii. 28. 


Ecclvs xv. 20. 


[ 14 } 
Now Poverty, or Pain, conſider'd ſingly, and apart, 
is pitiable ; but when join'd together, deplorable. 
Deplorable indeed! when thoſe who have Trouble in 
the Fleſh, as St. Paul expreſſes it in the very Caſe we 
are now ſpeaking of, want Neceffaries too. And yet, 
melancholy, and even terrible as it is, it muſt fre- 
quently happen among fuch a Number of People in 
this great Metropolis. Now, it may be hoped, it 
will happen feldomer ; now theſe friendly Doors are: 
open; and as far as they are able, are willing to re- 
ccive all that come properly recommended to them. 
But I obſerv'd juſt now, that none are admitted but 
Perſons of Character; which I think feems to be very 
well judg'd. For tho' it has ever been inconceivable 
to me, and appears quite abſurd, that a Fault com- 
mitted by the Nomen, ſhould be ſo much worſe than 
one of the ſame kind in the Men, yet it is well-known 
that it is generally 7hought to be ſo. The Effect may 
be different here; in another World, I apprehend, it 
will be juſt the ſame. I know of no Part of Scripture, 
which gives a Man, any more than a Woman, Licence 
to fin. But yet, as this is the preſent State of Things, 
as this Notion generally prevails, this ſingle Reflection, 
when purſued thro' its juſt Conſequences, ſhould, I 
think, carry a very great Weight with it, and be a 
ſtrong Inducement to thoſe, who conſider it properly, 
to countenance, and give a helping Hand, to an Inſti- 
tution, purpoſely calculated to prevent any thing of this 


kind. This, I imagine, is one Intent. of this good 


Work, as an Encouragement. to Women to preſerve 
their 


( 15 ] 
their Characters; to fave them from Shame and Ig- þ 
nominy here, and which, I fear, is frequently the 5 
Conſequence of it, eternal Death hereafter. PA 

Nor does it ſtop here. Some Proviſion is made for 4 
the Children, the poor little helpleſs Infants ; who, for ; 
a time however, by the kind Aſſiſtance reach'd out to 4 
them from hence, want for nothing; but without it, | 7 
would only want for almoſt every thing. And can : 
They cry, and not be heard ? Can Infant Diftreſs paſs 
unregarded ? Can They plead, and plead in vain? 1 
They muſt, if left to their Parents; who, tho' ever 
fo willing, God knows, are ſeldom able, to do any 10 
thing for them. To whom then are they to have re- 
courſe? To thoſe whom Providence has bleſs'd with 4 
Plenty; and which is far more deſirable, a Heart to 0 
uſe it; to the Honour of the great Giver, and the g 
Good of his Creatures. 

The good Man then, in ſome Meaſure, reſembles | 
even the Ark of God, which left a Bleſſing upon every g 
Place where it reſted; in all his Concerns, he appears | 
like the generous, publick-ſpirited Jehoiada, of whom, | 
when he dyed, full of Days, an Hundred and Thirty 2 Chron. xxziv. 4 
Years old, it was recorded that he had done Good in- * þ 
Iſrael. Such a Man is a publick Good; an Honour to. q 
the human Nature, and in a very exemplary Degree F 
one of thoſe Works which the Almighty in the l 
beginning was graciouſly pleaſed. fo ſolemnly to pro- f 
nounce to be Good. A Divinity ſtirs within him; he q 
acts upon the nobleſt Principles; and for this Reaſon 
is made a proper SpeHtacle unto the Warld; unto "_ + 


Rom. v. 7. 


Pſalm cxii. 5. 


Matt. v. 45. 


[ 16 ] 
and unto Men. "Tis ſuch a one St. Paul ſpeaks of, 
when he tells us, that ſcarcely for à righteous Man 
would one dye, yet peradventure for a good Man ſome 
world even dare to dye. In which Text we may obſerve, 
that by a 772 hreous Man is meant a ſtrictly juft, honeft 
Man; but by the good Man we are to underſtand, the 
generous, the good-natured, the charitable, the benevo- 
lent one. But after all, even the charitable, the 
benevolent Man, ſhould always be upon his Guard, 
and guide his Actions, as well as his Words, with 
Diſcreticn. For tho', ſtrictly, we are not to exclude 
either from our good Wiſhes, or our good Offices, even 
thoſe who are unworthy of them; but ſhould be kd 
even to the Unthankful and to the Evil; and ſhould 
conſider, that God Almighty, our Heavenly Father, 
in the beneficent Diſpenſations of his Providence 
maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil as ell as the Good, 
and ſendeth Rain as on the Juſt, ſo on the Unjuſt; yet we 
ſhould take particular Care to do this in a proper 
Manner, and not think it Charity to relieve thoſe who 
are not Objefs of Charity. Where, for Inſtance, 
People are very well able, but only, not willing to 
work, they ſhould be made to work, and puniſhed 
if they won't. (As it has been well obſerved, 79 idle 
Fool deſerves to eat.) This is doing them the greateſt 
Kindneſs; this is the trueſt Charity, becauſe, by this 
means, very probably, we may fave their Souls from 
Death. But where they are really incapable of 
working, even tho' that Incapacity ſhould proceed 


from their own Folly, and be the Effect of nothing 
| but 


1 
but Wickedneſs and Vice, yet, they are not to want 
common Neceſſaries, or, in a Chriſtian Country, be 
flary'd to Death. No, we are to take care of em 
here, ſo far as to prevent their ſtarving, and to their 
own Maſter we muſt leave em, to ſtand or fall here- 
after —But where the Caſe is otherwiſe, (as it very 
frequently mult be in this great and populous City;) in 
Families, where there are a great Number to be pro- 
vided for, and perhaps, with the greateſt Care and 
Induſtry, but very little to provide for em 47h, in 
Inſtances of this kind, tis a Duty, and an indiſpen- 
ſible one too, to aſſiſt them; to help in Time of 
Need; and not to let them /ack and ſuffer Hunger for 


whom Chrift died. And we cannot ſhew ourlelves 


more in earneſt ; give a greater Proof of our Since- 
rity; or, as I have before obſerv'd, come nearer to 
the Perfection of God himſelf, than by confidering the 
Poor and Needy ; thoſe, I fear, who are in very great 
Diſtreſs; and have much ado to live. Very probably, 
many of thoſe for whoſe Benefit this Charity, and the 
Collection of this Day is intended, may formerly have 
liv'd pretty well ; and may have been reduced, only, 
by unavoidable Misfortuncs, which all are liable to, 
and in many Caſes, none, even the greateſt, can either 
foreſee, or if they could foreſee, prevent. Certainly, 
where this is the Caſe, theſe muſt be Objects, proper 
Objects of Charity ; and, I believe, are generally al- 
low'd fo to be. And juſt as far as it is in your Pozer, 
may God Almighty put it into your Hearts, to confider 
'em as ſuch ; and to remember, that they are Servants, 
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under one common Maſter ; Fe/low-Heirs, and of the 
Fphef. ii. 6. ſame Body with yourſelves ; and Partakers of the fame 

Premiſe in Chriſt thro the Goſpel. 
The Bodics of Men; the natural Wants or Misfor- 
tunes of our Fellow-creatures, are much to be conſi- 
Hcb. xiii. 3, der'd; we ſhould remember them that are in Bonds as 
bound with them; and them that ſuffer Adverſity, as being 
ourſelves alſo in the Body; and our bleſſed Saviour in the 
moſt affecting Manner recommended it, when, thro' 
the whole Courſe of his Miniſtry, He went avout doing 
good, and heal'd all that applied to him of whatſoever 
Diſeaſe they had. Likewiſe, when he fed the Hungry, 
Matt iv. 4. he plainly prov'd, that tho' Man was not to live by Bread 
alone, yet neither was he to wart it; of which he gave a 
further Inſtance, when he miraculouſly multiplied the 
five Barley-loaves, and two ſmall Fiſhes, for the Relief of 
| a fainting, hungry Multitude. Now, ert the ſame Mind 
Phil. ii. 5, Je in you, Which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ; let the Good- 
nature of the Maſter recommend it to the Servant, and 
let us endeavour to imitate him, who has left us an Ex- 
i Pet. ii. 21. ample, purpoſely, that we ſhould follow his Steps. Thus 
ſhall ye revive the drooping Spirit ; comfort the weary 
and heavy-laden ; and even Babes and Sucklings, with 
the very Milk they imbibe, ſhall partake of your Ge- 
neroſity. Almoſt ſtrictly ſpeaking, ye ſhall be Eyes to 
the Blind ; Feet to the Lame ; and act, like your God, 
within the Sphere of your Activity. Act like him, 
whoſe darling Attribute is compleat, perfect Good- 
neſs, and whoſe whole Life was one continued In- 

ſtance of it, 


A 


[ 19 ] 

A few Conſiderations more, tho', I am very ſen- 
ſible, none gan have equal Weight with the /a/? men- 
tion'd, and I have done. 

Imagine now before you, (if you can bear it even 
in Imagination,) a poor, induſtrious Family, juſt pe- 
riſhing. View them in this moving Character, where, 
in Job's Language, the Parents have none to help then, 
and in the mournful Deſcription of the Prophet, Ve 


Children cry for Bread, and no Man breaketh it unto Lam. iv. 4. 


tem. But this is not all; it is not only the Children 
they have at preſent ; another, or perhaps, as we read 


in the Caſe of Rebekah, Twins may be ſtruggling together Gen. xxv. 22. 


in the Womb. In theſe afflicting, theſe alarming Cir- 
cumſtances, would'nt you do all in your Power, to 
the very utmoſt, to help them? I dare ſay you would. 
Do it then by thoſe who have kindly undertaken the 
Management of this humane, this pious Inſtitution, 
ſome in one Way, and ſome in another; to each of 
which, in his, or her, particular Province, I moſt 
heartily wiſh all imaginable Succeſs. 

Be it further conſider'd, that the Charity itſelf, as 
well as many of its Objects, is but an Infant ; not 
quite two Year old; and therefore entitled to an In- 
fant's Care. It will require a good deal of Aſſiſtance 
to nurſe it properly; but then I hope, like Mcſes, when 


ſav d by a cloſely ſucceſſive Train of providential In- 


cidents, and under the kind and indulgent Care of his 
Royal Benefactreſe, it will make ample Amends ; like 
him, grow and proſper ; and the Lord be with it. 


And there is a very fair Proſpect of this. For, both 
God 
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God and Nature ſtrongly ſollicit the poor Man's Cauſe. 
The former of theſe Aſſertions is fully prov'd from that 
well-known Paſſage in the Book of Pſalms, Bleſſed is 
he that confidereth the Poor and Needy, the Lord ſhall 
deliver him in the Time of Trouble; and the latter from 
this juſt Remark, founded upon Experience, that the 
tender Relentings of Humanity, which more or leſs 
ariſe in every Perſon's Breaſt, do even mechanically 
incline us to Acts of Mercy and Benevolence, if we 
will but ſtand neuter, and leave Nature to herſelf, to 
her own Workings I would chuſe to ſum up all 
in that admirable Collect of our Church, particularly 
applicable to all charitable Occaſions ; and may it have 
its proper Influence with regard to this now before us; 
O Lord, who haſt taught us that all our Doings without 
Charity are nothing worth, ſend thy Holy Ghoft, and pour 
into our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, the 
very Bond of Peace and of all Virtues, without which 
whoſoever liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this 
for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sate; To whom, with- 
Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons and One Eternal 
God, be aſcribed, as is moſt flridly due, all Glory, and 
Honour, and Praiſe, now and ever. Amen. 
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OF THE 


Ciry or Lo N DON LyI NIN Hosertal, 
F OR 
MARRIED WOME N, 

At SHAFTESBURY-HovsE in ALDERSGATE-STREET, 


Inſtituted MAR MH 30, 1750. 


REASONS for the InsTITUTI ON. 


HE good Effects of the many noble Inſti- 
tutions for training up Orphans, and other 
indigent Children, in the Knowledge and 
Practice of their Duty to God, and their Country, 
for relieving the Induſtrious Poor, under the accidental 
Calamities of Sickneſs, Lameneſs, or Lunacy, and 
for reſtraining, and if poſſible reclaiming the Diſſolute 
and Debauched, and the truly Chriſtian Spirit of 
Benevolence which at this Time ſo generally prevails 
amongſt us, to the great Honour of this Age and 
Nation; were Inducements with ſeveral worthy Al- 
dermen and Citizens of London, to eſtabliſh a proper 
Proviſion for the Wives of poor Tradeſmen or others 
a labour- 
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labouring under the Terrors, Pains and Hazards of 
Child-birth, as the only kind of Charity that appeared 
wanting in this Populous and Opulent City. It can- 
not but greatly move our Compaſſion as Men, and 
deſerve our Attention as Members of the Community, 
to reflect how many unhappy Women, together with 
their tender Infants, have for want of the timely 
Aſſiſtance of a Man-midwife, in difficult and un- 
common Caſes, or even after Delivery, for want of 
proper Diet, Medicines and Attendance, either pe- 
riſhed or been deprived of the Uſe of their Limbs, 
or otherwiſe impaired in their Conſtitutions, ſo as to 
become uſeleſs to their Families and burthenſome to 
the Public; and how many of them are daily obliged 
to apply for Relief to other Hoſpitals for a Varicty of 
Maladies ariſing from the Want of that Care and 
Aſſiſtance! And therefore it is hoped that an Inſti- 
tation. of this Nature, calculated to ſupport and pro- 
vide for Married Women of good Character, in the 
laſt Stage of their Pregnancy, Time of Labour, and 
Month of Lying-in, with all ſuitable Helps and 
Advice, will be thought a moſt neceſſary Charity, 


and accordingly meet with ſuitable Encouragement 
from every humane Perſon, eſpecially from the Ladies, 


who cannot but feel Diſtreſſes fo peculiar to their 
own Sex. 


C O N- 


SS 


GON D111 FONTS. 
T. UCH Perſons as ſubſcribe Five Guineas per 


Annum are Governors ſo long as they con- 


tinue Subſcribers, and intitled to Recommend two 


Patients to be upon the Books at a Time. 


II. THOSE who ſubſcribe Three Guineas per 
Annum are Governors ſo long as they continue their 
Subſcriptions, and intitled to Recommend one Patient 
at a Time. 


III. THOSE who ſubſcribe Twenty Guineas 
are Governors for Lite, with the Privilege ſpecified 
in the firſt Article, 


IV. ALL Noblemen and Ladies are at Liberty 
in all Elections of Officers, to Vote by Proxy ſig- 
nified in Writing. 


N. B. All leſſer Bene factions are thankfully re- 
ceived. And for the Satisfaction of the Publick, 
that the Women are well and properly taken care 
of, Ladies, tho' not Governeſſes, are permitted to go 
into the Wards at proper Times. 
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RULES of the HOSPITAL. 


GENERAL COURT of the Governors is 
held four Times a Year; namely, in the 
Months of March, June, September, and December, 
to receive the Report of the Quarterly Committees, 
elect a new Committee, and tranſact ſuch other Buſi- 
neſs as may then be laid before them, 


Hovset COMMITTEE. 


A Houſe Committee is appointed at every General 
Quarterly Court, conſiſting of thirteen Governors, 
one out of which is annually choſe Chairman ; 
three of whom are a Quorum. This Committee meets 
every Wedneſday Morning at Eleven o'Clock in the 
Forenoon, at the ſaid Hoſpital, to receive and diſ- 
charge Patients, inſpe& the Diet and Proviſions, or- 
der any Furniture and Conveniences that may from 
Time to Time be wanted, and examine into and re- 
gulate the Conduct of all the Servants and Patients of 
the Houſe. Theſe Committees are to make their Re- 
ports to the General Quarterly Courts. 


SERVANTS. 


A Matron, who is a Midwife, conſtantly refides in 
the Hoſpital, and acts as ſuch in all natural and eaſy 
Labours. 


A 


(0-1) 


A ſufficient Number of Nurſes and Servants to 
take Care of the Patients, and do the common Buſi- 
neſs of the Houſe. 


Alſo a Beadle, who conſtantly refides at the Hoſ- 
pital, to be ready to go on all Meſſages, cn ſudden 
Emergencies, and ſummon the Governors, Cc. 


Note, The Servants of the Houſe are forbid to take 
any Fee or Reward from the Patients, on any 
Pretence whatſoever, on Pain of being diſcharged. 


QUALIFICATION for ADMISSION, 


Married Women, admitted into this Hoſpital, muſt 


previouſly produce a Certificate of their Marriage ſrom 
a Lawful Miniſter, or in Caſe they cannot, then an 
Affidavit of their being married, and the Time when 
and Place where, and alſo of the Settlement of the 
Huſbands, and by what means ſuch Settlement was 
gained. And no Woman is to be taken into the 
Houſe, who hath any Contagious Diſtemper. 


Such as chuſe to favour this Charity, are deſired to 
ſend their Subſcriptions, with their Names and Places 
of Abode, to the Treaſurer, Thomas Chaddocte, Eſq; 
at his Houſe in the Old- Jetory, to Meſſts. Vere, 1/8111, 
and Wickenden, Bankers, in Lombord-Street ; or to the 
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(6) 
Beckly Committee, on Wedneſday in the Forenoon, at the 
ſaid Floſpital, where proper Receipts will be given. 


Such as are inclined to become Benefactors by their 
laſt Will, have the following Form of a Legacy re- 


commended to them : 


Item, 1 Give and Bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. the 
Sum of upon Truſt, and to the In- 
tent that they or one of them do pay the ſame to the Trea- 
ſurer (for the Time being) of a Society, who now call 
themſelves, The Governors of the CIT or LoN DON 
LyinG-IiN HosPITAL FoR MARRIED WOMEN; which 
ſaid Sum ] defire may be applied towards carrying on the 
charitable Defign of the ſaid Society. 


SLINGSBY 


(43+) 


SLinGsBY BETHE LI, E; 


ALDERMAN, and one of the Repreſentatives of this City 
in Parliament, PRESIDENT, 


Mr. Deputy James Hopces, 

Mr. Deputy Groncet NELSON, 
Mr. Deputy Ricuary Morintux, 
Mr. Deputy NATHaNmAEL Nasn, 


Vice-Preſidents, 


THOMAS CHappocke, ; Treaſurer. 
Dr. BENJAMIN MARTEN, (Theobald's Rew, Phyſician 
in Ordinary.) 
Mr. SAMUEL WATHEN, (Devanſbire-Square ) 
Man-midwife in Ordinary. 
Mr. RICHARD BALL, (Priuces-fireet) Surgeon in Ordinary, 


The above Gentlemen of the FACULTY attend daily 
at the HOSPITAL. 


Dr. MOSES GRIFFITH, (Mincing- Lane) Phyſician and 


Man-midwife Extraordinary. 


Mr. HENRY GRUNDY, (oed. ſircet) Surgeon Extraordinary, 


Mr. WILLIAM BALL, (Lethbury) Apothecary, ſupplies 
the Paticnts with ſuch Medicines as ſhall be ſound 
neceſſary in their reſpective Caſes, 

And that the Patients may not want necefſary Comfort under tler / Nition, 
The Rev. Mr. SPARE CANHAM, A. MI. has undertaken the 
kind and charitable Office of attending this Hoſpital as 
Chaplain, baptizes the Children born there, and reads 
Prayers publickly three Times a Week. 


Note, The Patients are attended by the abave Gentlems:: 
withaut Fee or Reward. 


Joun N1x, Secretary. 
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An AccouxT f the BENEFACTIONS received from 
the FIRSHTH INSTITUTION of this HospiTAr, March 


"ht the 3oth, 1750, 7o the loth of June, 1752, 
Y „ © 
il! In Subſcriptions, excluſive of thoſe on 6 
i} the Days of the Annual Feaſts, ©» OB 
f Collected on the 22d of May, 1751, at 
I St. Latwrence's Church, and at Dra- 3 | 
ö fer's-Hall, including the Subſcrip- REO 
m tions of that Day, 
0 Collected on the 12th of March, 1752, 
5 at St. Andrew's Church and at es a 
| Draper's-Hall, including the Sub- es 
1% ſcriptions of that Day, 
* In Donations, 1 6 - @ 
| Collected at Publick Chriſtnings, 76 7 4 
In the Poor's Box, D 
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Hundred Pounds, Part of the 700g, 


Received one Year's Intereſt on Three 
10 10 0 


in the old Scuth-Sca Annuities, 


3 Total 190 5 7 22 
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D1isSBURSEMENTS from its FiksT INSTITUTION 
March the 3oth, 1750, to March the 3oth, 1752. 


1 
For Houſe- keeping, including Baker, 

Butcher, Grocer, Brewer, Cheeſe- 28 ; 

monger, Tallowchandler, Soap-maker of FR 

Coal-merchant, Ge. 

For Houſhold Furniture, including 

Ironmonger, Brazier, Beds, Linnen, 2232 16 3+ 

Sc. 

For Rent, Taxes, Repairs, Ec. 128 3 11. 
For Stationary Wares, Printing and "an 

Advertiſements, 55 
For Medicines for 301 Out- Patients, 

2 52 In- Patients, and for the chüdren, 147 6 85 
For Wages and Gratuities to Servants, 82 3 4 
For Burials, 14 10 4 

phe 948 © 32 
Laid out in the Purchaſe of 700% Old 

South-Sea Annuities. 575 p09 
Ballance remaining in the Treaſurer's )  _ : 

Hands June 10, 1752, 1 t4 

Total 1905 7 24 
AV 
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An AccounT of the WoMErn admitted into this 
HosPiTAL from the 6th of June, 1750; (the 
Time before the W aRDs were ready for the RECEP= 
ION WOMEN) to the 10th of June, 1752. 


Received Orders for Admiſſion, 252 
Delivered in tlie Hoſpital, whereof GC 
three had Twins, 0 
Brought to Bed at Home, 3 
Diſcharged for Irregularity, 2 
Now in the Hoſpital, 15 
— 252 
Children Born in the Hoſpital, ſix of which 23 5 
were ſtill Born, 
Out-Patients cured, 280 
Relieved, 21 
301 
Women Delivered and Diſcharged 7, 4 
as above, " 
Total Number of Patients, —5 33 


© At a General Court held on the 6th of September, 

1751, the Out-Patients were ſet aſide, in order the 

more cfieQuaily to anſwer the Deſign of a Lying- in- 
Hoſpital. 
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L IS T of the NAMES 


OF THE 


PRESIDENT, VICE-PRESIDENTS, 


TREASURER, and GOVERNORS 
OF THE 


CiTy OF LONDON LYING-1N HOSPITAL 
for MARRIED WOMEN, 


At SHAFTESBURY - Houst in ALDERSGATE - STREET, . 
the 10th of Juxx, 1752. 


*#** SLINGSBY BETHELL, Eg; 
ALDERMAN, and one of the Repreſentatives of this City in 
Parliament, PRESIDENT. 


*** Mr. Deputy IAurs Hopcrs, 


*** Mr. Deputy GPORGE NELSON, 3 
: V1 -Pr * 
*** Mr. Deputy RiIichARD MolLINxEVUx, ce· Preſidents 


* Mr. Deputy NATHANAEL Nasn, 
*** THoMAs CHADDOCKE, Eſq; Treaſurer. 


Thoſe marked thus (*) are Annual Subſcribers of Three Guineas, and thoſe thus ( 


are of Five Guineas, and thoſe marked thus (***) are Perpetual Governors, and 
thoſe without any Mark are BENEFACTORS to thi: HosPITAL, but have no Rig: 
to recommend Patients, nor Vote at GENERAL COURTs. 


&-- ** Mr. James Ball 
"ME Joſeph Atherton *** Mr. Richard Ball 
B 


*** Mr, William Barton 
X** Mr. Thomas Barnard 


*** Lady Harriot Beard *## Mr, Joſeph Blandford 


*** Mr, William Ball Rev. 
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* Rev. Mr. John Ball, M. A. 
Chaplain to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of 
Lincoln 

Mr. William Brady 

Mr. John Brown 

* Mr. Richard Blackbourne 

Mr. James Boucher 

Mrs. Broughton 
Mr. Francis Baker 
Mr. Michacl Barlow 


x C 
# ** Miſs Martha Cabibel 
by Rev. Mr. Spark Canham 
1 ** Mr. Thomas Crozier 
"ts ** Mr. John Clarke 
ö * Mr. John Crumpe 
1 * Mr. George Conſtable 
165 * Mr. Henry Cullerne 
i * Mr. John Carr 
0 Mr. George Chamberlain 
f D 
Fi **: Rev. Mr. John Doughty 
*** Mr. William Delafield 
5 * Mr. William Dicky 


1 F 
* Mr. Robert Freeland 


| G 
The Right Honourable 
Counteſs Gower 
* Thomas Gordon Eſq; 
Mr. James Guinand 
* Dr. Moſes Griffith 
Mr. Joſeph Gibbon 
Mrs. Mary Girardot 
Mr. William Grainger 


H 
**#* Thomas | Harriſon Eſq; 
Chamberlain of the SE 


of London 


** Mrs. Mary Hughes 


*## Mr. George Hooker 


*** Mr. John Hills 

* Mr. John Hoffman 
* Captain Joſeph Hunt 
* Mr. Edward Hanſon 
* Mr. Richard Hamilton 
* Mr. William Hoſe 
* Mr. Thomas Hampſhire 
* Mr. William Hunter 


1 
* Stephen Theodore ſanſſen 
Eſq; Alderman of the 
City of London 
*** Mr. Jacob Ilive 
Rev, 


Rey, Mr. Jephſon 


K 
*** Mr, William Kemp 


Te 
* Mathew Lamb Eſq; 
* Mr. John Lee 
* Mr. Joſeph Lee 
* Mr. Arthur Lyon 


M 
*** Lord Viſcount Fitz Maurice 
e Moſes Mendes E1q; 
* Dr. Benjamin Marten 
* Dr. Francis Minſhull 
* Captain Francis Minſhull 
Mr. Mount 


N 
Mr. John Nicholſon 


0 
* Mrs. Eliz. Owen 


T3 
*** John Paterſon Eſq; 
* Thomas Page Eſq; 
* , Deputy Robert Pycroft 
Mr. John Peart 


* Mr. Edward Parke: 
* Mr. William Pepiat 

Mr. William Powle 

Mrs. — Perry 


R 
* William Rayner Eſq: 
* Samuel Ruth Eq; 


8 
* Mrs. Ann Singleton 
*** Mrs. Mary Savage 
*** Mrs. Sarah Stanley 
* Mr, William Singleton 
* Mr. Thomas Scott 
**: Mr. John Steward 
**#* Mr. John Saffory 
** Mr. Charles Say 
** Vir. John Shipſton 
* Mrs. Mary Swecting 
* Mr. Richard Streaton 
Mr. Thomas Slape 


fv 


* e rs. Rachael Tatterſall 
Mr. Dangerfield Taylor 
*** Mr. Thomas Thompfon 


U 
K Deputy John Underwood 
*. 
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* William Whitaker Eſq; 


Alderman of the City 
of London 
*** Mrs. Mary Webb 
*** Mr. Richard Wilſon 
** Mr. Samuel Wathen 
** Mr. John Walker 
* Mr. Henry Wright 
*** Captain John Wilkins 
*** Mr. Abel Wile 
** Captain Edward Wool- 
ſtonecraft 


* Mr. John Wathen 

* Mr. Samuel Waldo- 

* Mr, Charles Worral 

* Mr. Samuel Wagſtaffe 

* Mr. Edward Waldo 

* Mrs. Eliz. Wathen 
Mr. Stephen Wethered 
Mr. James Williams 


Y 
Mr. Lake Young 


The Number of Beds in this HosPITAL at preſent is Twenty 
Five, and there are more Ordered to be put up immediately. 
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